
Rednal Hill Infant School Science Overview   

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery Marvellous Me: 
Naming parts of the 
body. 
Using senses to 
explore the world 
around them. 
Begin to care for the 
world around them – 
harvest. 

Gingerbread Man: 
Using senses in 
hands on 
experiences  
Talk about materials 
and how they 
change.   
Seasonal changes 

Dear zoo: 
Animals - Animal 
man visit.  Naming 
animals. 
Harry the tortoise. 
Looking after 
animals 
 
 

The Enormous 
Turnip: 
Exploring fruit and 
vegetables through 
the senses. 
 

The Three little pigs: 
Plant seeds and care 
for them. 
Use materials for 
different purposes. 
Ducklings – observe 
hatching and 
growing and looking 
at the life cycle. 
 

Journeys: 
Life cycles of plants 
and animals 
Looking after living 
things – caterpillars 
to observe change 
over time. 

Vocabulary Head, legs, arms, hands, 
body, feet, toes, fingers, 
eyes, nose, ears, mouth 
Feel, touch, look, listen,  

foam, gloop, slime, glitter, 
rice, pasta, beans, 
noodles, soggy, sticky, 
soft, hard, slimy, runny, 
drip, hard, soft, plastic, 
wood, brick, metal, 
cardboard, paper, straw, 
sticks, leaves, strong, 
rough, smooth, cold, 
warm Autumn, Winter, 
Spring, Summer, cold, 
hot, freezing, rain, snow, 
wind, coat, hat, scarf, 
gloves, welly boots, 
shorts, t-shirt, sun 
glasses, umbrella, blow, 
wet, ice 

Tortoise, animals, snake, 
lion, giraffe, frog, monkey, 
dog, lion, camel 
elephant, snake, gecko, 
owl, honey bear, iguana, 

 

Hard, soft, heavy, light, 
float, sink, hard, soft, 
slimy, smooth, bumpy, 
sweet, juicy. 

Baby, child, adult,  
duckling, duck, egg, 
hatch 
 
seed, plant, soil, water, 
sun, root, stem, leaf, 
petal, beanstalk, grow 

Baby, child, adult, egg, 
caterpillar, chrysalis , 
butterfly 
 
 
seed, plant, soil, water, 
sun, root, stem, leaf, 
petal, beanstalk, grow 

Reception  Marvellous Me: 
Seasonal changes. 
Planting 
Being me in my 
world – jigsaw 
PSHE link 
 
 
 

Awesome Autumn: 
Seasonal changes 
Using senses to 
explore world 
around them. 
Materials and 
properties 

One Snowy Night: 
Bird watch month 
Woodlands – 
explore the world 
around them. 
Animals – 
woodland animals 
squirrel, fox, 
badger, mole. 

The Jolly Postman: 
Seasonal changes 
Plants – growing  

Where does it 
come from? 
Seasonal changes 
Plants growing and 
caring for 
Using senses to 
explore fruits 

Where does it 
come from? 
Farm trip 
Animals  
Seasonal changes  
 
 
 



 Animal man Ducklings – life 
cycle of ducks and 
plants 

Vocabulary Autumn, Winter, 
Spring, Summer, cold, 
hot, freezing, rain, 
snow, wind, coat, hat, 
scarf, gloves, welly 
boots, shorts, tshirt, 
sun glasses, umbrella, 
blow, howl, wet, ice. 

Autumn, winter longer 
nights, shorter days, 
leaves falling, evergreen 
trees, changing, colour 
names, transparent, 
opaque, reflect, material 
shadow, waterproof, 
strong, fabric, light, dark, 
fast, slow, push, pull, 
float, sink, up, down, 
magnetic, heavy, light, 
roll, spin, on, off absorb 

Ice, snow, melt , freeze, 
Woodland, Park, 
Hedgehog, badger, rabbit, 
mouse, fox, hedge, moss, 
branch, log, trees, bush, 
Nocturnal, prey, habitat, 
fur, claws, den, scratching, 
scraping, cosy, hut, 
snuggle, settle down, 
hibernate 
snake, geko, owl, honey 
bear, iguana, 

Spring, longer days, 
shorter nights, warm, 
rain, wind, weather, 
umbrella, sun cream, 
baby, child, adult, egg, 
cocoon, butterfly, chick, 
hen, seed, plant, soil, 
water, sun, root, stem, 
leaf, petal, beanstalk, 
grow 

Baby, child, adult,  
duckling, duck, seed, 
plant, soil, water, sun, 
root, stem, leaf, petal, 
beanstalk, grow, life 
cycle, seedlings, cress, 
peas, shoots Autumn, 
Winter, Spring, Summer, 
snow, rain, sun, windy, 
foggy, rainbow, grow, 
freeze, melt, warm, cold, 
hibernate, leaf, tree, 
flower, bug, bird, nest 

Cow, pig, horse, sheep, 
calf, lamb, piglet, 
chicken, chick, hen, 
cockerel, food, products 
made, milk, eggs, meat, 
cheese, wool, soft,  

Year 1 The Human Body 
Seasonal changes 
 
 

Materials 
Seasonal changes 

Plants 
Animals 

Animals cont. 
Caring for the 
planet 
Seasonal changes  
Planting  

Plants 
 

Growing and 
cooking 
Seasonal changes 

Vocabulary  hair, eyes, face, nose, 
ears, teeth, mouth, head, 
neck, arm, elbow, hand, 
leg, knee, foot, light, dark, 
see, taste, touch, sense,  
blind, hear, loud, quiet, 
noisy sweet, salty, 
savoury, sour, bitter, skin, 
rough, smooth, hard, 
soft, stretchy  
 
autumn, daylight, night, 
weather, season, rainfall, 
weather, rain gauge, 
winter, rainy, snowy, 
windy, cloudy, frosty, 
sunny, spring, summer 

material, shiny, dull, rock, 
heavy, light, object, 
wood, metal, plastic, 
glass, wool, solid, liquid, 
melt, freeze, ice, float, 
sink, absorb, transparent, 
opaque, rough, smooth, 
melt, freeze, ice, solid, 
liquid, float, sink, absorb 
 
autumn, daylight, night, 
weather, season, rainfall, 
weather, rain gauge, 
winter, rainy, snowy, 
windy, cloudy, frosty, 
sunny, spring, summer 
 
 

Plant, flower, leaf, soil 
 
animal, mammal, fur, 
wild mammal, pet, bird, 
wings, beak, feathers, 
webbed feet, flippers, 
tail, fins, scales, gills, 
amphibian, frog, toad, 
newt, reptile, lizard, 
crocodile, turtle, 
carnivore, sharp teeth, 
herbivore, plants, 
vegetable, fruit, omnivore 

Earth, helpful, harmful, 
recycle, reuse, crops, 
farmer, cook, animal, 
plant 

 
Spring, weather, daylight, 
night, rainy, night, sleety, 
cloudy, sunny, windy, 
snowy 
 

plant, flower, leaf, petals, 
stem, roots, branch, 
trunk, roots, wildflower, 
daisy, garden plant, 
sunflower, nettle, 
buttercup, dandelion, 
deciduous tree, horse 
chestnut, oak, sycamore, 
evergreen tree, pine, 
holly, needles, seed, soil, 
growth 

Crops, food, vegetable, 
farmer, seed, plant, cook 
 
Summer, daylight, night, 
season, weather, rainy, 
sunny, cloudy, record, 
winter, autumn, spring. 

Year 2 Animals’ needs for 
survival 
Humans 
 

Materials 
Sustainability - 
plastic 

Plants (light and 
dark) 
Living things and 
their habitats 

Living things and 
their habitats cont. 
Plants (light and 
dark) 

Plants (bulbs and 
seeds) 
Growing up 

Bulbs and seeds 
Growing up  
Sustainability - 
wildlife 



Vocabulary shelter, heart, exercise, 
physical health, mental 
health, healthy diet, 
unhealthy diet, meat, 
sugar, germs, hygiene, 
doctor, disease, plaque, 
gums,  
 
Animal, mammal, fur, 
carnivore, herbivore, 
omnivore, bird, feathers, 
beak, wing, insect, fish, 
scales, gills, fin, 
amphibian, webbed feet, 
frog, toad, newt, reptile, 
scales, adult, baby, 
shelter 

natural material, human-
made material, recycle, 
flexible, rigid, stone, 
pebble, brick, brittle, 
flexible, translucent, 
tough, lightweight, 
strong, breakable, 
waterproof 
 
single-use plastic, 
wildlife, nature, local, 
human made material,  
 
 

Plant, flower, fruit, 
vegetable, herb, 
blossom, stem, leaf, 
trunk, branch, seed, 
sunlight, compost 
 
Mammal, bird, deciduous 
tree, evergreen tree, 
habitat, carnivore, 
herbivore, arctic plants, 
hibernate, reptile, cactus, 
desert, rainfall, ocean, 
fish, seagrass, woodland, 
fern, moss, microhabitat, 
insect, spider, snail, 
omnivore, diet, food 
chain, living, dead, never 
alive, plant, animal 

Mammal, bird, deciduous 
tree, evergreen tree, 
habitat, carnivore, 
herbivore, arctic plants, 
hibernate, reptile, cactus, 
desert, rainfall, ocean, 
fish, seagrass, woodland, 
fern, moss, microhabitat, 
insect, spider, snail, 
omnivore, diet, food 
chain, living, dead, never 
alive, plant, animal 
 
Plant, seed, sunlight, 
living, dead 
 

Plant, bulb, seed, shoot, 
roots, sunlight, 
temperature, growth, 
compost, measurement, 
observe 
 
offspring, egg, parent, 
baby, child, teenager, life 
cycle, adolescent, 
frogspawn, tadpole, 
froglet, caterpillar, pupa, 
butterfly, insect, adult 

Bulb, seed, plant, 
temperature, growth 
 
Lifecycle, egg, caterpillar, 
pupa, butterfly 
 
Food chain, wildlife, 
habitat, crops, insect, 
nature, local 
 

 


